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1. Summary  
 
1.1 This paper asks the Committee to note its report on the impact of rent stabilisation on London’s 

tenants and landlords, At Home with Renting: Improving security for London’s private renters, and a 

response received about it from Boris Johnson MP, the former Mayor of London. 

 
 
2. Recommendations 
 

2.1 That the Committee notes its report on the impact of rent stabilisation on London’s 

tenants and landlords, At Home with Renting, as attached at Appendix 1 to the report. 

2.2 That the Committee notes the response received about the report from the former Mayor, 

Boris Johnson MP, as attached at Appendix 2 to the report.  

 

3. Background   
 
3.1 At its meeting on 23 June 2015, the Committee agreed to investigate the effect of rent stabilisation 

measures on London’s housing market as part of its work programme for the first part of the 

2015/16 Assembly year.  The Committee also agreed to recommend that the GLA Oversight 

Committee authorise expenditure to commission the Cambridge Centre for Housing and Planning 

Research (CCHPR) to carry out research in support of the investigation. 

  

3.2 At its meeting on 16 July 2015, the Committee agreed the following terms of reference for the 

investigation: 

 Assess the current structure of London’s private rented sector and how it is changing; 

 Establish the range of rent stabilisation measures which are applied in major cities; 

 Determine the likely impact of such measures, were they applied now in London, on: 

 Private rental prices; 

 Private rented sector supply (now and in the future); 



        

 The wider London housing market; and 

 The quality of London’s housing stock. 

   

3.3 Officers confirm that the report and its recommendations fall within these terms of reference. 

3.4 The Committee held scrutiny sessions, with panels of invited experts, for this investigation at its 

formal meetings on 1 September and 8 October 2015.  The research output commissioned from 

CCHPR was circulated to Members prior to the second of these meetings and formed the basis for 

discussion at that session.  

3.5 At its meeting on 19 January 2016, the Committee agreed to delegate authority to the Chair, in 

consultation with party Group Lead Members, to agree the Committee’s report on the effect of rent 

stabilisation measures on London’s housing market. 

 

 
4. Issues for Consideration  
 

4.1 The Committee is recommended to formally note its report Growing, growing, gone: Long-term 

sustainable growth for London, as attached at Appendix 1.  The report was agreed, following 

consultation with party Group Lead Members, by the Chair under delegated authority.  See 

Agenda Item 8 for more information about this delegation of authority.  

  

4.2 Following agreement under delegated authority, the report was published on 3 March 2016.   

4.3 The report contains a minority dissenting opinion from the GLA Conservatives Group: see 

Appendix 1 within the report. 

4.4 The report makes the following recommendations to the next Mayor of London: 

 

Recommendation 1 

An incoming Mayor should lobby government for a delegated power to introduce appropriate rent 

stabilisation measures in London.  The Mayor should then pilot a London-wide stabilisation regime, 

based on a default three-year tenancy, set initially at market rent but with annual rent reviews 

limited to the increase in the consumer price index.  At the end of the three years, the rental price 

would revert to the market level.  If the pilot is successful, the Mayor should then consider whether 

the default tenancy period could be five years. 

 

Recommendation 2 

An incoming Mayor should set up a London-wide register of landlords.  Such a register would help 

the boroughs enforce existing legislation but would also inform market analyses by all those involved 

with London’s private rented sector, including developers and investors, the boroughs and tenants.  

[A majority of] The Committee wholeheartedly supports Dame Angela Watkinson MP’s Private 

Members’ Bill (Local Government Finance (Tenure Information) Bill 2015) currently in Parliament (as 

do many London MPs, including the Mayor), seeking to secure a mechanism for gathering landlord 

contact details.  However, we fear that the Bill may not progress beyond its current stage in 

Parliament, in which case separate action needs to be taken.1 

                                                 
1 Update: as per Parliament’s website, the Bill did not progress beyond its First Reading: 
http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/localgovernmentfinancetenureinformation.html  

http://services.parliament.uk/bills/2015-16/localgovernmentfinancetenureinformation.html


        

 

 

Recommendation 3 

An incoming Mayor should review and report on the potential to scale new ways of injecting 

transparency into private rental market, connecting tenants and landlords. 

 

Recommendation 4 

In support of the new build to let sector, an incoming Mayor should champion new institutional 

landlords and investors within the sector which already offer longer tenancies and predictable rent 

rises, especially any which rent to families. 

 

Recommendation 5 

Longer term, the new Mayor should lobby government to develop a dedicated planning use class for 

build to let which would enable new professional landlords to compete for development land on a 

level playing field, rather than competing with developers for market sale. 

 

Recommendation 6 

In support of London’s low-income renters, an incoming Mayor should lobby the Government to 

review the freeze imposed on Local Housing Allowance levels in London, to alleviate the acute 

affordability problems faced by private renters in receipt of housing benefit. 

 

4.5 In early March, the Chair wrote to the then Mayor, Boris Johnson MP, outlining the key findings 

from the report.  The former Mayor’s response is attached at Appendix 2 to this report.   

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 
5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in this report. 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 
6.1 There are no direct financial implications to the Greater London Authority arising from this report. 
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